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Why Vertical AI Beats General-
Purpose Models in Investment
Research

General-purpose Al models are designed to be broadly capable, not deeply
accountable. They optimize for coverage across domains rather than correctness
within one. In investment research, this tradeoff matters. Analysts are not asking
open-ended questions; they are executing a recurring workflow against a highly
structured corpus of information. The value is not in generating language, but in
reliably navigating domain constraints, conventions, and edge cases. General-purpose

models treat these as incidental. Vertical systems treat them as foundational.

The strength of vertical Al lies in constraint. By operating within a narrowly defined
problem space, systems can encode domain-specific assumptions, deterministic steps,
and explicit failure modes. This enables repeatability, auditability, and trust —
properties that matter far more than fluency in high-stakes environments. When
models are trained or configured to understand the structure of filings, the semantics
of risk disclosures, and the cadence of financial reporting, their outputs become easier

to verify and harder to misuse. Precision replaces breadth as the primary objective.

Over time, vertical AI compounds in ways general systems cannot. As workflows are
refined, exceptions are cataloged, and human feedback is incorporated, the system
becomes an extension of institutional process rather than an external tool. This

creates alignment between technology and decision-making culture. In research



organizations, differentiation does not come from asking better questions of generic

systems; it comes from embedding intelligence directly into the workflow itself.

Try PRISM IQ

Experience PRISM firsthand with a guest account. As a guest, you can select one
company of your choice and explore the full system — including filings, risk factor
analysis, MD&A change tracking, and Al-generated diligence memos — to evaluate

how it fits within your research workflow.

Guest access is available to qualified investment professionals. A work email address

is required; personal email domains (e.g., Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo) are not accepted.

Request guest access at traccg.com
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